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CROPS (Cont.)

Temperatures were above normal the

first three days of the period. The

remainder of the week was cool with tem-

peratures 7 to 22 degrees below normal.

Rainfall was very sparse for the State.

CROPS

Dry weather and llght frost in some

areas have hastened the maturity of fall

crops over the State. Moisture is needed

in most areas for wheat planting and for

replenishing subsoil moisture.

Topsoil moisture supplies continued

to decline this past week to 84% short

and 16% adequate. Subsoil moisture sup-

plles also declined to 94% short and 6%

adequate. A year ago topsoil was 79%

short and subsoil was 87% short.

Wheat ground preparation and seeding

are continuing statewide. Over 65% of the

wheat has been seeded at this time, com-

pared to 55% a year ago and 60% for normal.

Seeding in the Panhandle area is nearly

completed. Some farmers in other areas

are waiting for additional moisture before

sowing. Some have planted wheat in dry

topsoil. Moisture is needed statewide

for this crop.

Corn maturity was speeded up this

last week due to dry weather conditions.

At this time, over 70% is mature, above

last year's 50% and the normal 65%. Har-

vesting has begun in most areas of the

State with about 5% harvested to date,

slightly ahead of normal. Harvest ranges

up to 35% in the Panhandle and has started

in most southeastern and east central

counties. Many are still waiting for the

moisture content to drop more before har-

vesting. Silage harvest also continues to

make good progress.

Sorghum harvest is well underway in

the Central, East Central, South Central,

and Southeast Districts. Statewide, nearly

15% of the crop has now been harvested,

well above the normal. Moisture content

is reported to be ranging from 14 to 20%.

Over 70% of the crop is ripe to date,

greater than a year ago at 30% and the

normal at 35%.

So_beans are approaching maturity at

a near normal rate. About 90% of the

leaves have turned, which is the same as

normal but greater than last year's 80%.

Over 55% have shed the leaves, compared to

the normal 60% and a year ago 45%. Over

20% is mature to date, the same as normal

and a year ago. Limited harvesting has

begun in a few areas of the State.

Alfalfa ha_ growth has slowed in many

areas. TO date, about 20% of the fourth

cutting is complete.

Dr_ bean harvest in the Northwest

District is progressing well and is re-

portedly about 60% completed. High winds

last week in that area caused moderate to

heavy damage in some fields. Windrowed

beans that were dry enough to thresh were

blown around the most.

LIVESTOCK

Pasture and range feed supplies

declined only slightly from last week to

83% short. A year ago it was 86% short.

Supplemental feeding continues in some

areas.
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